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Elgyﬂ'fed-_ concentrations of metallic elements in
soils’ are mainly of anthrapogenic origin. However,
another source, often ' forgotten, in the total
assessment of environmental risk, 'is natural and
associated with the, occurrence of rocks containing
elevated concentrations of certain elements.

An example,of natural‘materials being an important
source of metals are ultramafic rocks and soils that
contain up to 2000 mgkg™ Ni ancl Cr in the topsoail
horizons. 0

The purpose of the presentatiun is to draw attention
to the mobility of & metallic elements . naturally
present in ultramafic rocks and associated soils.

Photo: Polish ultramafic site (xerotermic grassland growing on soil derived from
partially serpentinized peridotite).
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